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posterity tempted remember popular and person- 
“Ike” Eisenhower the man who deliberately turned 
his back the presidency when both parties had the pro- 
silver platter shined and polished entice the 
then this new book should much set the 
popular perspective aright. For reveals the General 
his true light leader mighty army superbly 
trained and directed that its performance places Eisen- 
hwer among the military greats modern history. 
its very nature the account must one what the com- 
mon soldier called the VIPs—Very Important Persons; 
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948. happily the very little person the common soldier him- 
and the rest the brass but Eisenhower’s concern 
with the greats and near-greats does not blind him the 
importance the rank and file. Men like Sergeant 


Keough whose main concern was for the personal comfort 
the General, Sidney Spiegel who specialized flaw- 
messenger and chauffeur service, Sergeant Culin 
whose Yankee ingenuity saved the day for our tanks when 
the hedgerows France threatened what German 
atillery could not—these and many others rub shoulders 
with the more popular names the pages the Crusade. 
Starting with the assault against Poland the writer stresses 
the tragic unpreparedness the American people and 
their army for any major military operations. notes 
that the Polish Army “easy victim though was Hitler’s 
war machine, far surpassed the United States Army 
numbers men and pieces equipment” (p. 5). 


further that the army itself the mass officers 
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and men lacked any sense urgency and that those who 
felt oppressed the gloominess world prospects ex- 
pected Europe, and not Asia, catapult into the blood- 
bath. Eisenhower stresses this point unpreparedness 
and repeats the concluding chapters his book 
drive home the lesson that the future this country 
cannot toy with its destinies succumbing isolationist 
peace offensives. 

The theme the story might presented trinity 
interrelated yet distinct patterns. First there was the stage 
plans and persuasions followed problems produc- 
tion and personnel; finally came the actual assault and 
annihilation the enemy. 


The first stage saw the emergence over-all strategy 
that called for initial all-out attack Europe. was 
argued that only Europe could common enemy 
attacked simultaneously three powerful allies whereas 
concentration power against Japan would have 
undertaken this country alone. the interim the 
ability and the willingness the Russians fight would 
send chills horror and down the spines our 
planners. Once the strategy had been evolved there de- 
veloped the need persuade our political leaders, the 
Navy and the British that only through cross-channel 
invasion could effective victory achieved. The job 
became more difficult the order that progression. 
Churchill particularly favored moving through the soft 
underbelly Europe feeling that the Mediterranean of- 
fered great and decisive possibilities for victory. Eisen- 
hower quotes Churchill warning repeatedly that “we 
must take care that the tides not run red with the 
blood American and British youth” (p. 194). Churchill’s 
motives patently had their roots political considerations 
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for was gravely concerned about the future the 
Balkans. Since subsequently many these same nations 
were blacked out politically and spiritually behind 
iron curtain certain that the British view was not 
wholly wrong. Nor did Churchill interpose any real ob- 
jections once the project had been carried fairly well along 
the road toward realization. 
The second stage involved tremendous problem dis- 
cipline and logistics. Getting enough trained men 
jumping-off spot was one thing; getting this mighty host 
fed, clothed and serviced was another. Experience the 
Mediterranean demonstrated that divisions active oper- 
ation consumed six seven hundred tons supplies per 
day. Since about forty divisions were involved 
the initial assault simple arithmetic indicates the enormity 
the project. assuredly one the war’s 
miracles that when the actual invasion northwestern 
Europe started June 1944, there were England 
ready for use over 16,000 aircraft, more than naval 
vessels and nearly three million men, roughly two-thirds 
which were Americans. 
The final stage involved the assault and annihilation 
the German wehrmacht. the hour crisis approached 
“the mighty host was tense coiled spring, and in- 
deed that exactly what was—a great human spring, 
coiled for the moment when its energy should released 
and could vault the English Channel the greatest 
amphibious assault ever attempted” (p.249). 
operations such Torch and Husky (Africa and Sicily 
respectively) had given valuable gains both land 
and experience but Overlord—the channel invasion— 
was the nerve-racking, long-awaited and long-wanted 
climax. The planning this campaign called for 
steadily mounting offensive with gradual building 
bases along Germany’s western border and the acquisition 
ports Belgium and Brittany. Then would follow the 
crossing the Rhine (so fortunately achieved Rema- 
gen), the double envelopment the Ruhr and the final 
thrust through and cleaning Germany. Implicit 
this plan the reason why the western forces did not 
the Russians into Berlin; later Eisenhower more 
emphatic declaring directly that the “future division 
Germany did not influence our military plan” (p.396), 
and that racing three hundred miles arrive Berlin 
before the Russians, who then only 
thirty miles from that city, seemed not merely unwise 
but plain stupid. the Bulge (which Eisen- 
hower firmly believes did the Germans far more harm 
than good the long run) the huge operation moved 
with clocklike precision. February 1945 was ap- 
parent that the end was fast approaching; only Hitler’s 
infectious fanaticism kept blood running the furrows 
Europe for another three months. 
Such brief the main outline the book. Certainly 
there much more rewarding material within its covers; 
for instance there are interesting commentaries such 
controversial figures Patton and Montgomery, the 
bizarre political picture French Africa under Darlan 
and Giraud, and Churchill and Roosevelt. the 
last mentioned Eisenhower far more reticent than with 
any the others; confines his testimony sincere 
tribute Roosevelt’s war leadership but qualifies the 
compliment declaring that could never possibly 
agree with “some Mr. Roosevelt’s political acts.” That 
sufficiently broad and ambiguous tell nothing and 
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hurt nobody. fact ambiguity about persons who 
agreed with the Eisenhower-Marshall school 
one its major defects. doubt this 
but would certainly add the American’s 
knowledge learn little more about 
America who objected our policies and more 
larly about the methods used handle the 
Further there revealed but little appreciation 
political power wielded the military his 
and incomplete account JCS 1067 
though Eisenhower recognizes the conquest pagan 
tyranny crusade somehow misses the heroic 
portions and the intensity the human drama that goe 
into the making such Even their 
scope Ernie Pyle and John Mason Brown far 
job dealing with the human side the 
since telescopes much into comparatively such shor 
space inevitable that full justice cannot done 
local colorings, the prides and prejudices which enrich 
the texture history. And its American slant will 
doubtedly offend certain our Allies. 


epic. 


Excellent photographs and maps help clarify discus 
sions strategy and the reader will find 
over these maps just avidly the professional. 
clearer than discussions tactics logistics Eisen. 
hower’s recognition that even war when man’s 
ity becomes seemingly more important than his rationality 
the human equation counts for most. these times 

mass production and global blueprints good see 
work the mysterious and beautiful agents intelligence 
and free will—for these and not machines forces turn 
the great wheel history. 


Clarence Walton, Ph.D, 
Department History, 
University Scranton 


Bradley, David. Place Hide. 
Monthly Press Book.) Brown. 
1948. 182p. $2.00 


Doctor Bradley was one many specialists trained specifi 
cally serve “radiological monitor” the Bikini 
tests the atomic bomb. These tests were named, “Oper 
ations Crossroads,” with significance which the great 
majority the American people seem have 
ed, ignored, underestimated. This dispassionate and 
non-technical account, “log” these epochal tests, and 
the brief “Layman’s Guide the Dangers Radioacti- 
appended the Log, should required reading 
for every adult citizen the United States. Dr. 
account the “operations” Bikini laconic, easy-to 
read, full humor and humanity. And this makes the 
book apparently deceptive its approach. The effect 
the reader not one immediate shock; but kind 
delayed reaction, glimmer understanding the 
rendous potentialities atomic warfare, 
the mind and disturbs complacency surely, slowly, 
post-fissional radiation. 
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The totality destruction expected and the early fears 
unlimited, even illimitable, chain reactions which might 
result from the Bikini tests (which were suspended 
order after the second projected series 
test-explosions), had the effect disappointing the 
US, into false 
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security. The sheer and unpredictable effects 
the blast and heat these explosions frightening 
enough. But the real danger human civilization lies 
the yet undetermined extent the poisonous radia- 
post-fissional matter. The algae and weeds the 
Bikini lagoon became dangerously infected; and the infec- 
can last for thousand years. The fish that feed 
these algae absorb the infection, and remains them 
with destructive vigor; the larger fish which feed the 
maller fish their turn absorb the 
and men can poisoned eating the poisoned 
The above-ground explosions the atomic bombs 
neither destructive nor poisonous those under 
water (and corollary under ground). The 
matter swept away into the stratosphere where 
may, course, remain something threat, increasing 
degree the number atomic explosions 
The under-water, and underground, explosions 
almost infinitely more disastrous and cataclysmic 
their effect, because the poisonous post-fissional material 
and persists. And, Doctor Bradley describes 
the invisible film post-fissional, dangerously radio- 
active material cannot de-activated any known pro- 
That why the Navy has had scrap and sink 
(by using them bomb, artillery, and torpedo targets), 
the infected ships used test material the Bikini ex- 
periments. 
Knowledge and understanding the awe-full power 
atomic explosions, nuclear fission, necessary for all 
us; for all depends the problem control 
atomic fission. 
Place Hide must for every adult. And Doctor 
Bradley deserves special commendation for making this 
required reading easy for all. 

Grady, 


University Scranton 
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Anya. The Hearth and the Hough- 
Nov. 19, 1948. 377p. $3.50. 


this junior-sized Remembrance Rock, Anya Seton has 
attempted her most ambitious work date, historical 
novel, beginning 1630 and ending 1916, tracing the 
Honeywood family from its first appearance 
house, The Hearth and Eagle Inn, but mainly the story 
Hesper Honeywood, the girl who found serenity and 
after struggle and heartbreak. 


The story the 1850’s with Hesner Honevwood 
girl living the old house first built Mar! 
Honeywood and Phebe, his wife, the seventeenth cen- 
tury. Then there flashback the storv 
Mark and Phebe, their migration from comfort Eng- 
land that Mark would build unhampered his own for- 
tune, their settlement Marblehead, the accident that 
Mark and Phebe’s final perseverance over- 
come the difficulties and troubles she found the new 

was Hesper find trouble—the loss her fiance 
Peach the Civil War, the stultifying years 
the shoe factory, stormy but unsuccessful marriage 
the artist, Evan Redlake, contented marriage Amos 
whose wealth vanished depression and 
Back the Inn came Hesper the troubles 
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children and grandchildren and eventual peaceful 
death. Through all stood The Hearth and Eagle, 
symbol permanency, the strength, and the endur- 
ance which America builded, solid house nestling 
into the landscape, fitting and fitted its environment, 
and the people who live it. And Marblehead there 
too, fishing town which wrested its livelihood from the 
sea. Ships and dories disappeared and the town turned 
shoe factories. These turn lost out larger fac- 
tories other towns and Marblehead returned for- 
eigners (non-Marbleheaders) who raced their flimsy 
yachts for pleasure. 


Troubles and misfortunes come all but life must con- 
tinue. Pain and heartbreak must overcome and the 
daily business living must on. Steadfast faith and 
perseverance are the virtues which must acquired 
make this possible. the whole the book fairly 
satisfactory and, though bit naturalistic times and 
with very occasional profanity, suitable for adults. 


te 


Irwin, Margaret. Elizabeth, Captive 
court, Brace. Dec. 246p. $3.00. 


Let say immediately that this sequel Young Bess 
makes good reading. Margaret Irwin makes Elizabeth live 
vital and honest life consonant with the known 
history the matter. would have been all too easy 
make another Amber out Elizabeth or, following the 
Freudian trends contemporarv historical novels, dig 
down deep into the Krafft-Ebding aspects her character. 
The author does neither, but gives instead swift, almost 
brilliant account the least scintillating vears the 
Tudor Princess’ life, covering that period from the death 
her half-brother, Edward VI, her fateful meeting 
with Philip Spain. 


the story opens, Elizabeth Hatfield and Mary, the 
next line succession, Hunsdon Hertfordshire. 
Northumberland, the act making his last desperate 
gamble for absolute power, tries get them both Lon- 
don for Edward’s death, and, incidentally, their own. Miss 
Irwin here wisely doubtful history alone. While 
Elizabeth was prohably warned Cecil and Mary was 
told fly the plot Northumberland Arundel, the 
author makes refusal appear stem from 
intuition and merely suggests that Mary has been warned. 
anv case, she Mary flight and Elizabeth bed 
historical facts—to escape Northumberland’s plot. 


the conspirator has put Lady Jane Grey 
the throne and married her his voung son, Lord 
Guildford Dudley, marriage that Lady Jane precociously 
refuses consummate. Northumberland would like 
stay London and send Jane’s father, the Duke Suf- 
folk, after Mary who must killed any cost. The 
voung Queen Jane will not let her father go, Northum- 
berland forced lead the troops costs 
him his life. 

The Council London, freed from Northumberland’s 
menacing presence, gradually switches allegiance Mary, 
refuses send the conspirator reinforcements, and finally 
proclaims Mary the rightful Queen his ahsence. Suf- 
folk himself cracks his daughter’s dream sovereignty 
tearing off her royal regalia. When the news reaches 
performs the ultimate act hypo- 
crisy throwing his cap the air and declaring for 


192 Kimbrough Fotitch Best 
Mary. the next day, Arundel arrests him traitor with masterful touches apparent the dialogue. well 
the name the new queen. recommended any reader any age group. was 
Mary, now thirty-seven years old, needs husband Victor Yanitelli, S.J., 
help bring male issue the The Council picks West Baden College, his 
Edward Cortenay, tool rival interests the coming West Baden Springs, 
crisis, man who had spent most his youth the defer 
Tower. Difficulties arise when Mary does not want him. Kimb British, 
She fixes her hopes her Spanish cousin, then stately Emily. Gives Great 

Dodd, Mead. Nov. 1948. 227p. $2.50. Yal 


widower twenty-six. The Parliamentary Committee 

waits her, urges her take English husband, fears Emily Kimbrough’s heart must wrung dry since 
the coming Spanish Catholic into England. France’s name that useful organ, which appeared the title 
ambassador, Noailles, works overtime bring about her first three books, lacking this one. However 
the accession Mary Queen Scots. all becomes too other respects the present opus similar its 
much for Mary who insists the common woman’s right sors. Again have volume reminiscences, 
choose her own husband. She sends for the Spanish gay, sprightly, sparkling manner, 
ambassador night and pledges herself secretly the with more than touch assumed naivete. Her 
Prince Spain. literary successes seem have torn Miss Kimbrough 
her Bryn Mawr home and have sent her forth 
lecture circuit—for morning, noon and night engagements leas 
usually before women’s organizations. The book, then, His exp 
account her experiences, mainly hilarious, hotels 
trains, stations and engagements. The book is] 


policy. 


England rocks the news when finally announced. 
Reaction breaks out Protestant rebellion led Tom 
Wyatt. company hot-bloods besieges Mary the 
palace and gets cut down for its pains. Mary, “Merciful 
Mary” the people acclaimed her her accession 


the throne, sits herself down breathing fire and the completely inocuous and may enjoyed all. real val 
next two weeks writes out enough death-warrants the 
prodding Spain, change her title that ill-starred Fotitch, Constantin. The War Lost. ough 
epithet which she known history. Tower Hill Nov. 12, 1948. 344 $3.50 

runs with the rivulets Wyatt’s blood, and forthcor 


and the guiltless Lady Jane, with whom Mary had once From 1935 1944 Fotitch was first Minister and then 
shared her jewels and other feminine treasures, lies mur- Ambassador Yugoslavia the United States. 
dered her Tower apartment the same cold blooded knowledge these critical years stems from official and 


fate falls upon her innocent boy-husband, Guildford intimate sources. Unlike many these post-war books, 
Dudley. his information was not gathered during whirlwind visit 


Elizabeth, who had ridden into London with Mary and Thane, 
whom the commoners had cheered more than their After World War Yugoslavia was carved out the old Pearce. 


queen, rebuffed court. Humiliated having Fran- Austro-Hungarian Empire the United Kingdom the 
ces Brandon, the mother Lady Jane, precede her the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes. But was never harmoni- 
throne-room, mortified by the fact that the Queen made ously united and the Serbs held the hegemony. The au- Risa 

her own birth legitimate act Parliament without thor Serb and consequently sees the story through 


making any alteration Elizabeth’s status, Elizabeth Serbian eyes. The Serbs are pictured thoroughly demo- ters are 
cratic while the Croats are all obstructionists. can 


begs her sister’s permission withdraw from the Court. 

Pelion had been piled Ossa and Elizabeth was getting seriously doubted whether King Alexander’s rule was al- The 

out from under. ways democratic and whether all Croats are tarred Calvert 
with the same brush the vicious Ustashis. son's 


For while, the Princess lived and studied her the 
Ashridge whence she was summoned the Tower With this reservation mind, this well-written book can for 
Mary. For two months she abode there flirting with endorsed the best available account the military Calvert 
Robin Dudley and, through bribery, living fairly com- and political struggle Yugoslavia from the beginning writ 
fortable life. Mary summons her from the Tower putting the war the present. When the Yugoslav government his Janc 


end the most dangerous period Elizabeth’s life. under the regency Prince Paul signed the Tripartite 
Pact with Hitler, popular uprising overthrew the cabinet 


She lives country place called Woodstock Mary 
summons her again Court meet Philip who has within forty-eight hours. Infuriated their independent 
arrived from Spain. The book closes the ominous attitude, Hitler ordered revenge upon the Yugoslavs; and 
note Elizabeth’s meeting with Philip. Their glance the local Quislings, especially Pavelich, were his willing 


foreshadows the half-century conflict come and the instruments. But whether the Croatians were brutal 
multitudinous sails the Armada are just beyond the and savage Fotitch describes them open question. 
Although the author relates these horrendous accounts 
This novel stands authentically historical. Elizabeth, the weakly concludes that “there 
Princess, manifests the growth shrewdness and state- weight evidence well fact 
craft that were mark her later years queen. Because discount these stories wholly” (p. 120). bad gra 
this period Elizabeth’s life belongs more the actions From the very beginning Fotitch strongly advocated aid 
Wyatt and Mary and Northumberland, cannot quite for Mihailovich and his Chetniks and first Britain and when 
succeed making her the focus the action. The the United States supported this policy. But once that 
Captive Princess survives the most dangerous stages Germany attacked Russia, suddenly the Partisans under 
Elizabeth’s dissimulation and repression and indicates the Tito arose harass the Wehrmacht Yugoslavia. Soon 
full-blown character come. story reads easily the Chetniks and the Partisans were fighting each other hospital 
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well the Germans. Under these circumstances 
was difficult for Roosevelt and the State Department 
which group befriend. Fotitch never wavered 
his allegiance Mihailovich and was convinced that 
Tito was more concerned promoting Communism than 
defending Yugoslavia. his opinion that was the 
especially Churchill, who persuaded our govern- 
ment abandon Mihailovich favor Tito. Teheran 
Yalta, course, were the logical consequences this 
This the war which lost. 


Subsequent events have demonstrated that Fotitch was 
his estimate Tito who has established Com- 
totalitarianism Yugoslavia. When Mihailo- 
was tried, condemned and executed, Fotitch was 
entenced absentia twenty years hard labor. This 
carefully reported but strangely nothing said 
this book about the sentence Archbishop Stepinatz, 
because Fotitch cannot bring himself show 
the least sympathy for the Croats. 
His explanation Tito’s split with the Cominform sheds 
new light this subject and remains seen 
what the future holds for this sorely tried nation. The 
ral value this book lies its diplomatic revelations 
Churchill decided back Tito against Mihailovich. 
ought very interesting learn how the former 
British Prime Minister will defend this strategy the 
volumes his memoirs. 

Harry Koenig, 

St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 

Mundelein, Illinois 
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Thane, Elswyth. Kissing Kin. Duell, Sloan and 
Pearce. Nov. 374p. $3.00. 


This, the fifth the series the Williamsburg Books, 
the course events the saga the Day family 
during the period from the first World War the eve 
the second. Familiar names reappear and new charac- 
ters are introduced into the story the years advance. 


The plot, such is, centers around the Scott twins, 
Calvert and Camilla, Richmond. Impatient Wil- 
prolonged policy armed neutrality, Calvert joins 
the Canadian Army and Camilla, not outdone, 
ails for London assist Cousin Virginia VAD work. 
Calvert follows later and embark for France from where 
writes Raymond surname never does turn up), 
his lance-corporal, already V.C. winner, who figure 
prominently the story. 

Christmas unites the family Farthingale, Virginia’s 
home the Cotswolds, and here for the first time Camilla 
encounters the mysterious Cousin Sally. Over seventy, 
three times widow, but still goddess beauty, Sally 
and her companion, Sosthéne, charming Frenchman, 
have never explained their relationship. Though scarcely 
aword passes between them, love first sight for 
Camilla and Sosthéne. Sally’s grand-daughter, Fabrice, 
has stolen Lady Jenny Keane’s fiance, and everyone’s 
graces. Camilla replaces her the older woman’s 
afections. Jenny, VAD, comes comfort Camilla 
when word Calvert’s injury received. Raymond 
for having saved Calvert’s life the cost 
injury himself. Family influence paves the way 
operation famous surgeon and billetting the 
hospital where Jenny stationed. Jenny personifies ad- 
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mirably enough Elswyth Thane’s idea the well-bred 
young Englishwoman, but the pictures Raymond 
gauche young American provides poor contrast. Ray- 
mond, from Indian Landing, Lake Champlain, char- 
acterized brave, wizard with things mechanical, and 
lacking background education. When realizes 
that Jenny the nobility promptly severs their 
engagement. After successful operation his injured 
arm, transfers the RAF nobler deeds. 
the meantime, Calvert invalided England, but his 
efforts win Jenny are vain. Before Raymond leaves 
for France and Jenny become re-engaged. the peak 
brilliant flying record, shot down flames, 
injured, rescued farm lass, and finally captured 
the Germans. Having disposed all identification, 
presumed dead. this way Raymond plans exit from 
Jenny’s life. 

England, Calvert and Camilla, disheartened the 
outcome their love affairs, plan return America. 
Sally, impulse see her childhood home, and 
join them when they go, but the latter two, long 
ago continentalized, soon depart, this time for Cannes 
where Sally has villa. After Calvert dies, Camilla once 
more leaves home visit Sally and during this period she 
and Sosthéne finally put into words their feeling for each 
other but, neither capable injuring Sally, mutual 
sacrifice agreed upon. Already entranced Sally’s 
way life, Camilla goes off Paris where she sings the 
songs Kim St. Clair cabaret. Later, Salzburg 
with the Bracken Murrays, she meets Raymond now 
“success” and therefore more polished 
than before. This chance encounter results reunion 
for Raymond and Jenny. 


After Sosthéne’s sudden death, and Sally’s demise almost 
immediately afterwards, Camilla inherits 
wealth and the house Cannes becomes centre 
entertainment for the international set. this time, 
Camilla has come long way from the shy twin Rich- 
mond and has almost Sally when Johnny 
Malone, Berlin correspondent under Bracken, offers 
marriage. 


bring family history up-to-date: Phoebe, widow the 
twins’ Uncle Miles, has married Oliver Campion; Archie, 
Virginia’s husband, has died, and the book closes their 
daughter Daphne about marry Adrian Carteret; 
Fabrice has been satisfactorily disposed marrying 
her millionaire from Philadelphia who conveniently 
enough spends his money Paris, and Jeff, Phoebe’s son, 
has just inherited Aunt Sue’s house Williamsburg. 


Altogether, the story round engagements, made and 
broken, against background history within the mem- 
ory the average reader. The Raymond-Jenny story 
attempt picture the leveling the classes but some- 
how the situation seems out place 1917 and even 
premature for the late incongruity unconscious- 
admitted the author produces the missing Raymond 
only after longer connected with life Indian 
Landing and not until established promising 
career. 

The state affairs political the League Nations 
organizes and collapses and Hitler gains control 
Germany much commented upon. Particular emphasis 
given German preparedness for the second World 
War and the inevitability conflict because the 
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feeling the German national character supremacy 
even defeat. Victor, son Rosamund Norton-Leigh, 
and German Prince Conrad, appears the book comes 
conclusion and promises introduce mystery 
possible future Williamsburg novel. the whole the 
story superficial tone. The moral informality 
Sally’s life and the author’s easy acceptance the un- 
conventional the name broadmindedness confines 
the book adults. 

Rosemary McCormick, 

Toronto, Ontario 


* * * 


Smith, Allen. Larks the Popcorn. Doubleday. 
Nov. 18, 1948. 256p. $2.50. 


The Low Man Totem Pole, who has chronicled his 
life putty knife factory and the horse latitudes, has 
ground out another “humorous” book, this time based 
his move into the upper reaches Westchester County, 
New York. This becoming standard operating pro- 
cedure for authors who have meet deadline with 
“new book”: move the country, and amuse the city 
yokels describing, with much frustrated perplexity 
possible and many gags the customers can 
reckoned accepting, without themselves gagging. The 
major premise such formula would be: life the 
country abnormal, hilariously primitive. The minor, 
then, follows: The sophisticated citizen, who transplants 
himself the woods and wilds farm-folk and native 
naturals, survives facing all with wry philosophical 
manner, uplifted eyebrow, raised pinky, and lot 
intemperate dashing about putting pans under leaks, 
chasing varmints, dealing with square-heads who infest 
the neighboring shrubbery. All this supposed add 
rollicking good time, punctuated every reaction 
from the mild chuckle the belly laugh that rocks you 
out your rocker. 


This time, Mr. Allen-Smith just doesn’t pull off. 
has used all the tried-and-true, sure-fire stuff, whole hand- 
fuls it, stirred into flaccid broth with some the 
dullest seasoning possible: Westchester County topogra- 
fica, mores, and anecdota. The result dud, least 
far this reviewer’s opinion goes. And that stopped 
going any further page 127. there possibly may 
few boffs and yuks the latter half. But bet there 
won’t enough warrant your paying the rate 
penny per page for the whole thing. 


Let pat Mr. Allen Smith the back for effort, 
congratulate him having sympathetic and adventur- 
ous publisher, and give him our sympathy for the amount 
time and typing has put into the work. And 
Larks the Popcorn (that title should have been tip- 
off!), the list your lending library, you might 
match your opinion against mine. harmless, and 
about stimulating, dish puffed rice. 


Bemelmans, Ludwig. The Best Times. Simon 
and Schuster. 1948. 188p (quarto; illustrated 
color and black and white drawings the author). 


$3.95. 


Thank you, Mr. Bemelmans, and you, Messrs. Simon and 
Schuster, for literate, understanding, and illuminating 
book post-war Europe. But what possessed you 


Bemelmans 


gentlemen, publishers and author, put this 
sionate and amusing book into the outside format 
Saturday Evening Post and admit that the 
hibited free-hand drawings, pen and brush, with 
Mr. Bemelmans annotates and illustrates his text, can 
better appreciated for their intricate detail this 
size; but the reader will preserve this book more for the 
humanity its writing than for the art its 
tion. And there the question where put this 
ward volume; will not fit endwise into the normal 
shelf; did you intend that should left flat on; 
table for guests-in-waiting? 


attrition the people Western Europe, the 
notably, the Bavarians, Swiss, Austrians, Venetians, this 
one very few that has penetrated beneath the 
sights and sounds, and has been able present th: 
citizens the ruins their cities and the collapse 
economy. the post-war accounts “what 
like now” have been glib, facile reports made 
omniscient correspondents who gleaned most 

information from taxi-cab rides and from cocktail 
ties, the bistros and boites-de-nuit Paris, Vienna 
Rome; and who have accepted accurate the word 
those “intellectuals” (rightist, leftist, incurably 
who frequent these tourist-traps hope free drink 
principals. Bemelmans has the distinct advantage 
having known, intimately and street-level, 
countries and these people before the war; being one 
the most travelled and informed American 
about this area our common heritage. But what 
more important here that likes people enough 
find the people behind the picture-postcard facades; 
has none the usual American-Abroad distrust “the 
foreigners.” And mature and wise enough dis 
criminate between appearances and human feelings; 
has perceptive sympathy and intelligent objectivity 
that are rare indeed. His sense humor is, therefore, 
humane. 


one who lived and traveled these same areas both 
before the war, and during and after the war, can vouch 
for the accuracy Mr. Bemelmans report. Perhaps much 
pleasure reading this book delight recog 

nizing many the places, most the observations, 
the convictions its author. Mr. Bemelmans frankly 
admits that his tour Switzerland was limited the 
north-eastern corner (German-speaking, course mit der 
furchtbar Zuerchner Aussprache), St. Moritz, Davos, 
Zurich. But with few reservations his report 
Even Neufchatel, Montreux, Sion, Brig, Lugano, 
are well-in-hand, the people are neat, clean, energetic 
prices reasonable; and the unemployment Berne and 
Lucerne probably only that which inevitable any 
large city. His account his first sight post-war 
Munich recalls own first view war-ravaged Vienna. 
was, says, the shock having lost arm, 
one’s self. But most salutary for the American reader 
Mr. Bemelmans’ report the French. one 
the few true estimates have seen print, outside 
Janet Flanner’s superior “letters” The New Yorker. 
But one the best chapters the book book which 
has merely mediocre chapters), the “Story 
Bavarian,” 
Regensburg. 


the story Pepperl (Joseph, jr.) 
Indeed, this and its antecedent chapter, 
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‘Return Munich” are the best and most accurate ac- 
count what the German people have felt and now 
feel that have come upon. should required read- 
ing for the Army Occupation, and for our State De- 
partment. The Army officials would well 
the references the manner with which the French 
has been handling its zone Austria; consider- 
ably different, more more humane than has 
heen the American approach similar problem. 


The Best Times good reading. Recommended, 


spite its format. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


Nagy, Ferenc. The Struggle Behind the Iron Cur- 
Mac- 


millan. 471p. $6.00. 


This book 471 pages fine print tells the story once 
more. How often must repeated before shall 
believe it? Why did our political leaders the past few 
fail tell these things? Must they not have 
known the Soviet system, system that operates the 
same fashion every area where gains foothold? 
Did our own leaders want deceive us? Were they 
unbelievably stupid were they dishonest? 
far from pleasant write such question but after all 
those seem the only alternatives that can men- 
tioned. Catholic leaders who had been fighting Com- 
munism from 1917 onwards had been citing chapter and 
with reference the duplicity Communism. 
Many considered them reactionaries, Fascists, and 
liars. 

Nowadays the evidence overwhelming that even our 
political leaders have choice but accept what used 
called derisively the “Catholic” viewpoint. When 
the former Prime Minister Hungary gives dozens 
reasons why community nation can safely allow 
Communism function there are still some who main- 
tain that would undemocratic suppress it. Such 
people, who still live dream world, will the first 
liquidated under Communism. Not long ago an- 
Hungarian exile bluntly said me: “The only 
argument use against Communist revolver.” 
Christians are unable use that argument, that is, 
are unable commit murder. The Communist under 
handicap, and because that distinct advantage, 
quite possible that may eventually the winner 
present world struggle between freedom and Com- 
munism. This book makes clear that time take 
sides. can “sit this one out.” 


ninety-two chapters Nagy tells how his nation was 
killed. Many the chapter headings are self-explana- 
tory: “Unions Become Political Tool”; Starving 
Country Feeds the Red Army”; “The Police Uproot De- 
“Bargaining Bayonet’s Point”; “Communist 
Technique Inquisition”; and “Into Exile.” The author 
tells the coming 1944 and 1945 two successive 
conquerors Hungary. First came the Nazis, who sub- 


dued and dominated the government, and then came the 
Russians, professedly liberators but actually con- 
querors. 

partnership with Communism was forced upon the 
Hungarian peasant. 


With the occupation force the Rus- 
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sians included the Communist party. Communist police 
were stationed everywhere. Freedom disappeared. Con- 
centration camps increased number. Democracy was 
branded reaction. Soviet generals convened the so- 
called Parliament according their own design. The 
Allied Control Commission was controlled Russia. 
Reparations which simply could not paid were de- 
manded, and the nation lost every vestige liberty be- 
cause its inability make the required payments. 
Blameless leaders, statesmen, and officers disappeared “in 
dead night, never heard from again.” Courts 
justice simply ceased function. The army became 
Communist unit. The Potsdam agreement was ideally 
suited for advancing the plans Soviet Russia. The all 
powerful portfolio the Minister the Interior had 
given the Communists. One concession after an- 
other had made under threat open violence 
Communists, who were openly supperted Russian 
troops. Hundreds thousands citizens were expelled 
from their ancestral homes. Western powers that might 
have helped were unable make contact with the Com- 
munist controlled Hungarian government. Religious or- 
ganizations were dissolved enemies the state. Finally 
Nagy was eliminated from the premiership and forced 
into exile. Every movement every group present 
day Hungary controlled the Communist party, al- 
ways touch with the Communist leaders Moscow. 
For all practical purposes, Hungary integral part 
the Soviet Union. 


Nagy, Presbyterian, was given refuge this country 
and now lives farm near Arlington, Virginia. Despite 
all the heartbreaking things that have happened him, 
can still write: “By the grace destiny, democracy 
shall yet embrace the world.” you agree with him? 


Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Bruckberger, Raymond Leopold, O.P. The Seven 
Miracles Gubbio and the Eighth: Parable. Me- 
Graw-Hill. Nov. 1948. 60p. $1.50. 


Father Bruckberger’s little story, based one the inci- 
dents the Fioretti Francis, appeared originally last 
year French magazine. was read during the 
Christmas season Gerold Lauck, newspaper execu- 
tive living Princeton, whose translation has now 
been made available, good time for the Christmas book 
buying. Readers the Fioretti are familiar with the story 
Francis’ taming the terrible Wolf Gubbio, who, 
from being the town’s worst enemy, became its great 
friend and protector. Fr. Bruckberger has enlarged upon 
the original, and has had Francis give Brother Wolf 
the power working seven miracles, long con- 
tinues love God and mankind. 


How the wolf utilizes his miraculous power preserve 
Gubbio from war and earthquake, and its citizens from 
individual mishaps, and especially the wolf’s love for the 
once-despised girl-child Formicella—this the material 
Fr. Bruckberger’s fable. had been sort 
Cinderella, but much uglier, hated, feared, and despised 
her family and neighbors. The wolf’s fourth miracle 
was the changing Formicella into beautiful young 
girl, the admiration the whole city—and ultimately 


Wechsberg Kossak 


his own undoing, for once Formicella had gay clothes, 
many friends and suitors, and life full gaiety, the 
wolf was forgotten, his place the girl’s affections being 
taken beautiful greyhound. frenzy jealousy, 
and forgetful his pact with Francis, Brother Wolf 
killed the greyhound, and cut himself off from the 
charity which had felt since his conversion. But 
the midnight Mass Christmas, grace entered his heart 
again love and forgive all men—and the great flood 
charity broke his heart and died, under the crib 
the Christ child. 


This very simple tale—misleadingly so, the translator 
points out—and Fr. Bruckberger’s parable charity may 
lost the first reading. But will not lost per- 
manently, for the book will read more than once 
all who make its acquaintance. one the rare 
books that can recommended for all ages—for even 
small children who cannot read will like having read 
them—and the elders who the reading will profit 
themselves. also pleasant say that this beau- 
tiful job bookmaking—from the dust jacket down 
through all the other details the book 
tions the translator’s son add much 


charm. 
Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Reference Librarian, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


* * * 


Wechsberg, Joseph. Sweet and Sour. 


Oct. 14, 1948. 268p. $2.75. 


Mr. Joseph Wechsberg has evidently dedicated himself 


the task recapturing the flavor pre-war Europe. 
Sweet and Sour his second volume reminiscences. 
The first, Looking for Bluebird, appeared 
its predecessor, this latest work collection anecdotes 
more less autobiographical nature, many which 
have already appeared separately the New Yorker, 
Atlantic Monthly and other magazines. The stories all 
reflect something the European side that fabulous 
era the twenties, and the life and loves the curious 
characters one might see those days the lesser pen- 
sions the Cote d’Azur, the ships the French line 
plying the Atlantic, that Mecca American tourists, 
the boites Montmartre. 


There doubt that the author’s antecedents qualify 
him for the job. Although schooled law, was his 
violin which carried him all over Europe and its sur- 
rounding oceans. Besides extensive background, 
Wechsberg displays rather shrewd knowledge human 
nature. has that Maupassantian sense the irony 
life, with its vicissitudes and fortunes which are the “sweet 
and sour” this human comedy. how- 
ever, the ironic twist applied with light hand. 


The reminiscences range from the author’s boyhood 
Czechoslovakia post-war Paris, whose heart was then 
not young and gay. Some, but not all the episodes 
are downright hilarious. Among the earlier ones are in- 
cluded the tale hectic graduation trip Italy and 
amusing little story string quartet’s flirtations with 
sedition because they played Hayden’s Emperor Quartet 
(the melody the first movement was the verboten 
“Deutschland Ueber Alles”). But all this nothing 


Best 


when young Joe starts moving around Europe. His 
scription rather unsuccessful stage experience 
grim looking Egyptian prisoner “Aida” while 
music student Vienna almost funny the one 
about the singing druggist little town the Riviera, 
While his poor, drudging wife ran the establishment, this 
character entertained his clientele singing everything 
and anything, including whole His program 
the day was posted the window next the peroxide 
display. Although despised women singers, true 
Maupassantian fashion, eventually ran off with one 
Other contes there are like vein; about Schostal, the 
chief that curious institution the Vienna Opera 
claque; Barcelona, the dark-eyed Latin who 
play the accordian horizontal position. 
racy takes little rap the story the government official 
Prague who used pigeonhole all requests marked 
“for immediate decision”, and who afterwards turned 
doing the same thing Washington during the second 


World War. 


Perhaps the objection will raised that for 
cal incidents these are almost too uniformly ironic. 
deed the twists appear with times, monotonous 
larity. Life ironic, sometimes the sweet and 
sometimes the sour For those who like with 
coating that European savoir faire, the author has served 
good dish. Morally, the book marks advance 
Mr. Wechberg’s last effort, The Continental Touch. The 
lascivity this book is, with one two minor 
notably absent Sweet and Sour. Recommended for 


adults. 
Thomas McTighe, 


St. Louis University 
* * * 


Kossak, Zofia. The Meek Shall Inherit. Roy. Oct. 
25,1948. 252p. $3.00. 


The substance The Meek Shall Inherit 
ment from documented history the strange case 
seventeenth century Polish-Lithuanian noble, Count 
mir Korsak Gleboki. This Knight the Realm 
turned from war against the Tartars the Tsar, unknown 
and unrecognized, live out his life serf his own 
feudal holdings. The irony this complete reversal 
fortune, the futility the Count’s struggle against 
stance, his growth wisdom and the final acceptance 
his lot, constitute Miss Kossak’s latest novel. 


The original narrative, deposition made Count 
mir’s Jesuit tutor and confessor, Father Podelec, lay for 
almost two centuries the archives the Grodno 
cese before was discovered the Polish historian Ku- 
bala. From Kubala’s account rendered The Polish 
Historical and Literary Quarterly and from the wealth 
her researches the feudal life old Poland, the 
author reconstructs tale whose setting may time 
worn but whose climate thought modern 
morrow’s weather. 


Casimir rides the wars flush with fortune. 
young, handsome, the heir the Gleboki estates and 
trothed beautiful With him comes Constanty 
Korsak, his cousin, equaily handsome but penniless, 
sick with envy for Casimir’s possessions, hopelessly 
ing Casimir’s intended, the Lady Beata the 
service King Wladyslaw IV, they lead the Gleboki 
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forces the rescue the beleaguered garrison Smo- 
passages remarkably restrained writing, the 
lives through sights, smells, sounds and stratagems 
armies clashing old fashioned war until the final 
deliverance the embattled fortress—a hundred and 
survivors out original complement three 
thousand. 


Complete victory delayed because the Tsar will not 
the terms peace. The Polish armies are forced 
stand idle conquered field while the enemy fren- 
buys new forces German, Swiss and Danish 
mercenaries. Time passes and inevitably reaction 


sets among the men who want home. 
Naturally, the long expected counter-attack comes 
when the scouts have grown careless and the guards 
Rushing arms the darkness, Casimir does 
bother put his breastplate, picks error 
his lackey’s coat instead his own. This the turning 
Casimir’s life. 


After the enemy has been routed, Casimir’s undignified 
dress comes notice. rides back change, 
the pocket the coat secret love letter that 
Constanty intended for Beata the lackey’s hands. Casi- 
mir reads only the opening lines and the signature when 
Constanty treacherously shoots him the chest and 
for dead the roadside. 


Casimir does not die. comes consciousness the 
hut widowed old hag who nurses him back health. 
for months suffers painful convalescence, made the 
more wretched the fact that the woman, Jewdokia, 
refuses believe him noble. After almost year 
and working like peasant provide some food, 
Casimir makes ready leave the dirty hut and its black- 
wothed crone. they argue, huge branch breaks off 
maple and crushes her across the waist. Casimir, 
arrying her back the cabin, can see her legs hang- 
ing helplessly rags, that Jewdokia will never walk again. 
pain and terror, she grasps his hand. “Kill me,” she 
whispers, don’t leave me.” 


for another year, the lordly noble labors sustain 
worthless peasant’s life. When the broken woman finally 
dies, Casimir sets out for Gleboki—home. Dressed 
neither Lord nor Officer will speak him. Gle- 
his parents have been carried off the plague, 
Constanty and Beata are living rather tempestuous 
marriage, and only the dogs recognize him for what is. 
beaten work, forced marry the “just” over- 
office gives him absolute control over the 
the manorial serfs—some lusty peasant wench 
whom never approaches. Years later, dying, 
sends for his old tutor, Father Podelec, whom 
reveals his true identity. The old Chaplain the Castle 
but Constanty and Beata are left gnawed 
disquieting doubt. this uncertain note, the story 
ends, 

Andrew Bobola, venator animarum, “the hunter 
appears but briefly the story fellow Jesuit 
Father Podelec. unfortunate that the Saint’s story 
not blended with that the Count. For the 
dispassionate, factual account his martyrdom related 
inthe process canonization carries more power raise 
the hairs upon the reader’s neck than whole carload 
contemporary so-called historical novels. 
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all Zofia Kossak’s writing, whether her setting 
that Saint Francis Assisi the Crusades, the theme 
The Meek Shall Inherit plucks the spiritual significance 
out history reveal the timeless values that brood 
the finite deeds man. work not only resurrects 
the dead past with all the authentic paraphernalia its 
daily existence and mores, but also makes that defunct 
corpus breathe with palpitating life. 


The scope The Meek Shall Inherit considerably nar- 
rower than that Blessed Are the Meek and 
reason, does not possess all the adventurous appeal the 
latter. But echoes modern life. Its problems are still 
very much our problems. Casimir’s growth compas- 
sion, his awakening the dignity human being, his 
caring for old unpleasant woman whose life meant 
nothing anyone, mark discovery the human mind 
and human heart that happens somewhere every day. 
The discontented soldiers, the lives noble and serf, 
these speak words that the world must come more 
consider there ever peace. 


The Meek Shall Inherit may recommended every 
class reader without reservation. 
Victor Yanitelli, S.J., Ph.D., 
West Baden College, 
West Baden Springs, Indiana 


Anderson, Maxwell and Solt, Andrew. Joan Arc. 
William Sloane Associates. Nov. 1948. 172p. 
$2.95. 


The unwary should warned that this merely com- 
pilation eighty-five full-page reproductions (in two- 
tone brown ink), “stills” from the new motion-picture 
production starring Ingrid Bergman, each picture accom- 
panied, facing page, judicious selection few 
lines from the script-text prepared Maxwell Anderson 
and Andrew Solt. The motion picture Technicolor. 
The “shots” here reproduced, mostly close-ups the 
various members exceptionally able cast, are not 
color. what this book comes down “promotion 
piece,” for which the public required pay Three 
Dollars, less five cents. Since would cost almost 
much see the actual motion picture entire (for least 
year two, long remains “road-show” basis), 
recommend the reader see the motion picturue. 
The price for this bit gallimaufry too high. 
there sufficient the text the film’s script warrant 
being acquired for libraries. nice look at; that’s 


all. 


Hush, Howard. Eastwick, U.S.A. Dutton. Nov. 
1948. $3.00. 


Howard Hush, author this collection case-histories 
gleaned from years social work, prepared for his pro- 
fessional career the Graduate School Applied Sci- 
ences Western Reserve University, went Des Moines, 
Iowa, for his first job social worker 1935; then, 
after two years, transferred Atlanta, Georgia; and after 
four years with the Family Service Society Atlanta, 
went Plainfield, New Jersey, executive-secretary 
the United Family and Children’s Society. Eastwick, 
U.S.A., supposedly composite these three separated 
cities and their typical social problems, they fall under 
the observation the professional social worker. Sup- 


198 


posedly, also, the only fictionalization this book the 
preservation personal anonymities under different 
names than the originals. 


social worker’s case-book, another the grow- 
ing pile commentaries American social problems, 
Eastwick, U.S.A., competent enough, but there noth- 
ing, save the apparent sincerity the author, make 
anything but run-of-the-mill its category. For any 
adult aware the weaknesses human nature, its pre- 
tensions, prejudices, perversities, there nothing new 
startling here. The manner treatment the “cases” 
mostly pedestrian and humanitarian. There are humor- 
ous, tragic, pathetic incidents all higgledy-piggledy piled 
one the other. cross-section American life, 
subject the same criticism any other such collec- 
tion: social worker’s view, which means pre- 
occupied more with the exceptional than the ordinary. 
should put the “Sociology” shelf, rather than the 
fiction shelves. 
* 


Devin-Garrity, Ed. New Irish Poets. 
Selections from Thirty-seven. Nov. 10, 1948. 
$3.50. 


Those who are interested discovering new talent will 
like this book. presents few representative poems 
from each thirty-seven, living, Irish poets who are 
chosen the best the known 
writers Ireland. Most these poets published several 
well-received volumes verse and are now contributing 
Irish periodicals. But this the first time they are pre- 
sented the American public—except for Patrick Mc- 
Donoch who appeared Harpers The American 
Mercury, Tomorrow, and The Kenyon Review; and 
Eileen Shanahan who was published the Atlantic 
Monthly 


The reader will find that some the older poets, such 
Padraic Fiacc, Sean Jennett, Padraic MacDonoch and 
others, have used their twenty-or-so-years experience 
this business verse writing good advantage; their 
work has, sometimes, the quieter dignity the mature 
artist—with fewer extremes, fewer And the 
reader will also find the work the younger ones 
flashes talent that will astonish him. 


Representative 
202p. 


cannot estimate this book from the point view the 
ultimate value its poetry; because sometimes larger 
quantities man’s work must read the particular 
flavor his poems appreciated; and because the 
wide variety the poems and the great number 
authors defy classification and require individual atten- 
tion. can say, however, that the editor the book has 
done very good job selecting high class material and 
introducing poetry-specialists and general readers 
fresh and invigorating group accomplished 
real contribution. 


Generally, these poems show the modern poet’s rebel- 
lions and this will interesting and familiar thing 
the reader, considering the wide variety background 
these poets have. But creative artist cannot rest 
negative; and these poets show.a searching agony they 
struggle attain form, positive song. The old themes 
are here: love, death, adventure, horror, hunger—but 
these experiences are integrated with the particular local 
color the 20th century Irishman who must integrate 
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into the cloth his unique soul such diverse things 
bombers, v-jets and daffodils, main streets and navy yards 
prattling brooks and angry democracies. These 
ences are handled men who prefer the sincere 
than the pretty one, and result there something 
straight and fiery their precise and simple articulations 
which hits hard and deep. 

John Vournakes, 

Department English, 

University Scranton 


* 


Briggs, Everett New Dawn Japan. Long. 
mans. Oct. 1948. 249p. $2.75. 

Father Briggs, the Maryknoll missioners, has been jp. 
terested things and people Japanese since 1933, when 
entered the School Japanese Language and Culture 
Tokyo; later, taught Japanese schools and worked 
with prominent Japanese educators—and all the time 
was active priest and evangelist among 
nature deeply spiritual and ready for the Christian 
gospel. Roughly, this not very profound book the 
Japanese and their religion, can divided into three 
parts. The first one hundred pages cover the religious 
history Japan, with informative summaries the most 
important non-Christian religious systems, and the story 
Francis Xavier’s evangelizing the country. The 
central section, sixty pages so, gives account 
the wartime experiences Fr. Briggs and his companion 
internees; their lot was good deal more fortunate than 
that others whose stories have become familiar since 
the war, and Fr. Briggs does not attempt make 
dramatic. The last part the book devoted 
vey the present religious situation Japan, with some 
indication what the future looks like one who knows 
the scene well. 

Fr. Briggs points out that there real interest 
olic philosophy and theology the upper levels the 
Japanese eduucational system, evidenced the invi- 
tation from the University Kyoto Dominican 
lecture the principles Thomistic philosophy. 
Chair Catholic Philosophy was subsequently provided 
for the University through the generosity Buddhist 
layman. But not all Japanese educators look kindly 
upon Catholicism, the current Ministry Education 
having provided recently for course the social aspects 
religion, stress the “national” aspects Shintoism 
and Buddhism, with Christianity being stigmatized 
“foreign” religion. History texts made “required” 
ing this same Ministry emphasize such points the 
irreconcilable nature Christianity with Japanese tradi- 
tion, the impossibility belief the Gospels, the 
ness” the Middle Ages. One wonders how this sort 
thing, even only because pedagogically 
moded, being overlooked Gen. MacArthur’s pro 
gressive administration. 

Fr. Briggs gives what are probably the most up-to-date 
statistics the Church Japan present, though 
annoying told that “there are more than 300 foreign 
priests and 164 native priests They are assisted 
more than 272 Brothers and 2,031 


meant “more than 272”? quotes from Fr. Kel- 


ler’s The Priest and the World Vision the backward- 
ness Catholics thus far realize the potentialities 
Japan fruitful mission field realize the power 
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that least some Japanese thought Catholicism should 
had halt Japan’s course toward war. Stylistically, 
the book not too well done, abounding cliches and 
the repetition “the author,” when Fr. 
would have done well say “I.” But will com- 
usefully the many secular works Japan that 
have recently appeared are soon come. 


Bernard Theall, 
Reference Librarian, 
Catholic University America, 


Washington 17, 


* * 


Colebrook, Joan. The Northerner. Scribner’s. Oct. 
540p. $3.50. 


the northern area Queensland, the Cape York 
seninsula, Australia was still, only three four decades 
pioneer’s country. Into this tropical tableland came 
brothers, Patrick and Richard Cromwell, the former 
“strike rich” with gold mine, the latter com- 
mence that struggle the farmer against the land and 
wainst social forces, which was continue throughout 
his life. the opening The Northerner, the first 
after what was then known “The Great European 
Richard, the father four children, reaching 
the peak his career. strong, industrious, progres- 
ive, and his influence great landowner-leader 
the Kula district. minor woe the fact that the four 
his wife, Elizabeth, had been able produce 
one boy, Austin. The younger, Eleanor, Poppy and 
Cally afforded hope for assistance the farm. 


The Northerner does not proceed, the main, along any 
trict plot; carries the fortunes the family, individu- 
through the years series well integrated focal 
until each member has reached final fruition 
death determination the ultimate bent 
character. 


Central, though not most significant, Richard with his 
war with the bank, always seeking the land 
make the land and life more fertile, always expanding 
what has, the day when the bank’s call 
most peremptory, the depression, and the 
reversed. Land must sold protect what 
held mortgage, insurance drawn upon, more 
land sold, until his declining days Richard back 
amost where had started, longer the great land- 
but merely small farmer who can leave but 
hundred acres his son. his strength and his mani- 
activities Richard his family like the chess 
the strongest and the weakest member. While the 
the decisions, and the outward labor that raise, then 
the family fortunes are his, firm 
the power the household. But even she 
annot hold the family together would have been 
The ascent from frontier life relative pros- 
was too rapid, resulting return and dissipa- 
tion. The sending the girls boarding school, away 


fom the rigors the farm, caused naturally refinement 
that was carry them from home. 

Superficial, snobbish, and impressed the newly found 
society, Eleanor lived with rich aunt the 
inherited her money, and set “bachelor girl’s 
quarters” smartly Port Cook, the seacoast metropolis 
Vapid Eleanor has 
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idea her destiny until man from the south, Brunton 
Smith, coarse and common, takes possession her. His 
marriage woman who refuses divorce him coupled 
with assertion that makes him Eleanor’s virtual man- 
ager, throws Eleanor into strange dependence him. 
She operates travel-guide agency Port Cook, and, 
growing need Smith more and more, she lives almost 
openly with him until the day when permitted 
marry her. Through this, and through the necessity at- 
tendant her equivocal position, recognize and please 
others, Eleanor represented shedding her snobbish- 
ness and developing humanity and reality. 


Poppy, the second daughter, proceeds more satisfactorily 
outwardly but with greater inward and final tragedy. From 
the brink adolescent love for older married man, 
Mark Fowler, brother the family’s doctor, she turns 
marriage with the young Michael Marble, scientist edu- 
cated Europe, seemingly capable but fundamentally 
indecisive, weak, and overly sensitive. they set 
home Port Cook, Poppy suffers Michael silently until 
after the birth her son when she goes Mark Fowler 
and surrenders herself his mistress. From her frequent 
clandestine meetings with Fowler the way leads inevitably 
the abortionist. Poppy saved from the Mark-dilemma 
Michael’s transfer laboratory Brisbane, but her 
relationship with Michael never successful. her 
son, she returns live with her mother after Richard’s 
death. 


The youngest daughter, Cally, sensitive nature 
life, suffers reverses and dies she would have, her 
youth, during glorious early morning ride, thrown from 
her horse. Austin, the only son, has had the least eventful 
existence all. had resisted the parents’ efforts 
school and refine him; had taken his life upon the 
farm, laboring with unpoetic success the same work 
into which, for eventual failure, his father had thrust such 
imagination. His wife, the earlier standards his sisters, 
declasse, but happy. And Eleanor, the snob, has 
arrived her own devious routes understanding 
and acceptance her unstylish sister-in-law. 


the close, the days leading the next great 
world conflict, the family lie their grooves, each deter- 
mined his nature: Elizabeth serving out her days 
uncomplaining domestic toil, Eleanor with her common 
husband, Poppy with her legally fatherless son, and Austin 
his labor. the local greatness the family name, 
there remains only statue Richard Cromwell, the 
pioneer, the town near the farm. the statue 
grimed with the characteristic red dust the tableland. 


Depending entirely upon its inner articulation, The North- 
erner holds together remarkably its episodic construc- 
tion. While the power great writing not there, lead- 
ing falling off grip rather than increase in- 
tensity the field extended, there much that fine 
and well done this family study. Good, effective writing 
abounds; there are individual scenes strong effect and 
the transitions development are done clearly, incon- 
spicuously, and expertly. Many established novelist 
lacks the well-wrought precision which the author employs 
readily here. Quite apart from the Australian back- 
ground, (and the settings differ many hundreds 
miles) The Northerner insists upon comparison with The 
Fortunes Richard Mahony, through its tone 
by-part development. The one complaint could that 


Richard Mahony was work genius. From The North- Kothen, The Priest and the Proletariat, 185. 
erner the reader comes away with all the impression 1948. 

skill and solidity, but without the staggering caused Krutch, Henry David Thoreau, 182. Nov. 15, 
the impact greatness. Lin Yutang. Chinatown Family, 178. Nov. 15, 1948, 


The drawbacks this work, deficiency the concept hon, 188. Nov. 15, 1948. 


life, questionable lessons drawn from the sexual lives 
the two daughters, and three four brief passages Late Have Loved Thee, 184. Nov. 


skillful, sincere, but probably too frank descriptions, must 
restrict the reading public mature adults. the Castle the Swamp, 177. Nov. 


other hand, the professionals, worried about the low The Fire Balloon, 176. Nov. 15, 1948. 


estate literary purpose and technique, the book can 
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